SURREY H.A. YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 2009   
This year we have had to deal with a number of new situations that have presented some challenges which have been met with varying success.   We have taken on board the Single System presented by English Hockey Association, and reference to this System is made in other reports.  We have also lost the services of Eleanor Deighton and responsibilities have been re-arranged.

Junior Development Centres (JDC’s)
We had over 1,200 nominations, of which there were 800 participants attending the JDC’s, with each age group having six sessions between late April and early July.  A team of 25 coaches helped assess and up-skill the participants, from which five girls and six boys Junior Academy teams were chosen.

This year the JDC’s are having to run to the timing of England Hockey’s centralised calendar, and this has created difficulties with regard to player availability in August during the school holidays and venue availability from September onwards, due to usage by clubs and schools.  The information pack has been created and all JDC and JAC coaches will go through an induction process.  Coaches will be required to have met a minimum standard of qualification and will receive mentoring.  We are most grateful to our Hockey Development Officer, Lesley MacIntosh, for the very efficient and successful running of the JDC’s.  

Junior Academy Centres (JAC’s)
We were somewhat late in the day in making a start on the organisation and administration of the JAC’s, but we were grateful again to Lesley MacIntosh who took up the initial organisation although this was outside her brief, and to Tony Hilton for being parachuted in to take over the running of the JAC’s late in the day.  Even so, the various teams had a successful season, with both the girls under 14 and the boys under 18 teams, winning the divisional titles.  The boys under 14 missed out on goal difference, having had to have a game conceded to them where the teams above them had scored in excess of ten goals.   Although not competing in a formal championship the girls under 13 team won all the matches they played.

Tournament Results and Representative Honours


Results from the Surrey junior tournament events 
 
U11 Boys Minis - Parkside School
U12 Boys School - Parkside School
U13 Boys Minis - St.Andrew's, Woking
U14 Boys Schools  - Cranleigh School - also south runner-up
U16 Boys Schools - Whitgift School - also south & national winner
U18 Boys Schools - Charterhouse - also south winners
 
U11 Girls Minis - St.George's College Junior School - also south & national winner
U12 Girls Schools - St.George's College 
U13 Girls Minis - Kingston GS - also south & national winner
U14 Girls Schools - St.George's College - also south winners
U16 Girls Schools - St.George's College - also south runner-up
U18 Girls Schools - Kingston GS - also south winners
U16 Girls Indoor - Kingston GS
U18 Girls Indoor - Kingston GS - also south runner-up

U18 Mixed Schools Plate - Strode's College (U18 cup won by team in Hampshire)
U18 Mixed Clubs - Richmond HC

South U16 Boys Indoor Winner (no county round) - Whitgift School - also national winner
South U18 Boys Indoor Runner-up (no county round) - Trinity School

Under the new arrangements the Tournament events and competitions have been organised by Richard Nixon extremely efficiently and successfully, for which we are most grateful.

 
The following played for England over the Easter weekend:
 
U16 Girls: 
Maddie Tait (Surbiton HC, St.Georges)
 

U16 Boys: 
Tom Bachelor (Cranleigh School), - son of Steve Batchelor, 1988 olympic gold medal winner
Nat Crawley (SJB Academy HC, St Bede's School)
 

U18 Girls: 
Sarah Haycroft (Surbiton HC, KGS), 
Josie Inverdale (Reed's School)

 

U18 Boys: 
Aathavan Lingeswaran (Surbiton, Whitgift)
 
U21 Girls
Sophie Bray (Surbiton HC)

General
The first official school/club link has been signed by Surbiton HC and Kingston School Sports Partnership shortly to followed we hope by Epsom HC and Ewell Scholl Sports Partnership.  Congratulations to all involved.
This year we held a Youth Festival day hosted by Surbiton Hockey Club, at which the awards were presented to a number of players.  This was a most successful and enjoyable day and I should like to see it repeated in the calendar for next season.
The coming Season will no doubt present to the Committee a number of further challenges, but we are better prepared and confident that those challenges can be met.   As a County Hockey Association we do have under our administration a large number of young, very talented players, which is very pleasing, but also carries with it a high responsibility to ensure that we provide those players with the facilities, resources and coaching that they should receive.  
Finally, I should like to express appreciation to Richard Nixon for what seems to be boundless energy, interest and activity in organising the tournaments and events on behalf of the county, to Tony Hilton, who took over very late in the day the running and administration of the JACs and turned round what was becoming a very difficult situation for the Committee, and lastly to Lesley MacIntosh, who has been our Hockey Development Officer.   It is very difficult to express adequately a tribute to her contributions to the Association.   She has, among many other things, prepared the JDC very competently, efficiently and successfully, so that all involved enjoyed the experience.  She has been highly involved in the development of the Youth Programme for the Association at all time with good humour and willingness, and in many cases quite in excess of her contracted hours.   We do owe Lesley a huge debt of gratitude and she will, of course, be sorely missed.


 
