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New HDO Post





Mark Atherton has been appointed as Surrey’s new Hockey Development Officer (HDO) and took up his post on 01 November.





Mark played for Cheam and Old Mid-Whitgiftian before repeated injuries forced a premature retirement. He currently runs Surbiton’s Junior Academy and coaches for a number of clubs and schools in the county. He will combine these with the part-time HDO post.





Mark can be contacted on 07858 293987 or at development@surreyhockey.com for any aspect of club development, courses and much of the junior programme for the elite players (JDC and JAC).





The previous HDO, Lesley McIntosh, returned to her native New Zealand over the summer. We would like to thank her for her boundless enthusiasm during the time that she was in the post.





Welcome to 2009 Season





The first newsletter of the season is a little later than usual. The restructuring of the Men’s Leagues seems to have gone smoothly, and the introduction of the new rules though a challenge to many seem to be bedding in and most seem to be getting used to the changes required.





I hope that you all have a good and enjoyable season.





Nancy Albright Award





This year the Nancy Albright Award was presented to Julia Woolley on her retirement as Treasurer.





Julia has served on county committees for over 20 years, mainly as Treasurer to both this association and the mixed one that preceded it.





We wish Julia well in her much-deserved retirement.





Communication Officer








At the last AGM Tony Hilton vacated the Communication Officer post to become Treasurer. 





The role remains unfilled. If you know of anyone who would be interested in the role please let us know. The main responsibilities are:


communication to Clubs and Schools


production of the Newsletter


production of Handbook


entering content on the Website (this requires only basic technical knowledge, if you can email and you Word that is sufficient)





Contact Tony at surreyha@aol.com for further details or with nominations.











Red Cards and MMOs





Please ensure that if any of your Club umpires issue any red cards or MMOs (Matchday Misconduct) that they are reported to the County Disciplinary Officer on the correct form within 48 hours.





The form can be downloaded from the England Hockey site and sent to John at 5 Maybury Close, Burgh Heath, KT20 6BZ or faxed to him on 01737 358224.





Players may not play until any report has been processed and any penalty served.


 


SHUA appointed umpires will continue to send in their reports independently.
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Indoor Hockey





The South Men’s Indoor, which acts as a qualifier to the national event will be in November or December, probably in Southampton.





Surrey have 2 entries to the tournament. Any Club wishing to be enter please contact Tony. A qualifying event may be held if entries exceed places avaialble.





Entries to surreyha@aol.com by Tuesday 17 November. 














School Tournaments





The girl’s outdoor schools’ tournaments are underway with the finals at Surbiton on 18 November. St George’s have semi-finalists in all three age groups and Kingston in 2, no other school has more than one.





This year, for the first time, there is a plate competition on finals’ day. So a number of schools will be experiencing the latter stages for the first time.





The boys’ and mini hockey events are all after Christmas.








JDC Review





This summer’s Junior Development Centres (JDCs), effectively coaching sessions leading up to the selection of the county team ran again this summer.





This is the second year that we have been required by England Hockey to run them. The number of participants was significantly down on last year, the majority of the reduction was perceived to be because the recommended dates were predominantly in August when the children were unavailable.





The lower attendance failed to dampen the enthusiasm of those who did attend, who enjoyed themselves and generally felt that they had learnt something.





Next summer’s events are being planned but we plan to move them out of August.





Pitches





If any of the pitches that your Club uses is being resurfaced or relayed please ensure that:


the pitch is suitable for hockey (much of the funding currently comes from the Football Foundation which favours longer turf 3G pitches which are unsuitable for hockey)


the 5m dotted line around the D is included.





For many parts of the single system England Hockey have a requirement that pitches this line and also have two mini pitches marked across the pitch.





Men’s County Team





The county has decided in principle to enter a team in the men’s county championship this season.





We expect that the team will consist of solely non-national league players. Some limited financial support will be available from the county.





More information and nomination requests will be available in the new year.

















Handbooks





The county handbooks were distributed in September. If your Club has not received theirs please contact Tony who will re-supply them.











AGM





The County AGM has been set for Wednesday 09 June at 19:30 at Surbiton HC.





Full details will be available in April May 2010.
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