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Officers 2009-10


Julia Woolley has indicated that she wishes to retire as Treasurer. She has been our Treasurer since the merger in 2000 and for the Mixed Association for many years before that. 


Tony Hilton has indicated that he would like to pass over the Communication portfolio. This requires the production of the handbook and newsletter and general communication with the Clubs and Schools.


In addition to these we have requirements for other volunteers. Most of these can be restricted to a day or two per year for example the on�the�day organisation of tournaments (both midweek and weekends).


Please get in touch if you or anyone at your Club would be interested in volunteering for any of the above or for any task that you feel will assist hockey within the county.





HDO Post





Sport England changed the way in which it is funding individual sport development. They used to channel the money through the County Sports Partnerships but from 01 April through the governing bodies, for us England Hockey. Consequently Active Surrey are totally restructuring and will no longer have sport specific development officers.





The post was also partially funded by money remaining in the former Active Sports scheme, which has now all been spent.





SHA has decided that we need our own development officer - even if only part-time. The amount of work done by Lesley over the last two years has shown that there is too much for a volunteer to be expected to do.





SHA have offered Lesley McIntosh a three month contract to the end of June. Lesley has indicated her desire to return to New Zealand at this point.





We will be looking at what we can afford in the longer term and suggestions will be made at the AGM.














Long Pile / 3G (Third Generation) Pitches





England Hockey has re-issued their paper and guidance on 3G pitches. The paper was first issued in 2003, since then the development of other turfs has continued.





Over the last two or three years the Football Association and Football Federation have been increasing their investment in artificial pitches. the style of pitches being selected by the two sports are beginning to differ widely. Hockey prefers shorter turf lengths and football increasing trying to replicate the feel and properties of grass.





Last summer one pitch in Surrey used for hockey was relaid using a longer turf and is now not suitable for hockey. This will become an increasing problem as the first pitches reach the end of their life and need to be relaid.





If the pitch you use is being relaid and you want to continue using it for hockey you will need to persuade the owner to lay a suitable turf. If football is putting making a grant this will not be easy.





The full EH guidance is available on their website:  www.englandhockey.co.uk/page.asp?section=000100010021&search=3g+pitches

















County AGM





The Surrey HA AGM will be on Wednesday 10 June, 19:30 at Surbiton HC. Full details will be circulated later.














Surrey County Juniors





It has been a mixed year for our junior teams. The Girls U14 have won their division - the boys U14 and U18 teams may also win their titles but have outstanding matches that need re�arranging following the inclement weather earlier this year.
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Surrey Cup





The Final of the Surrey Cup is between Purley Walcountian and Surbiton. It will be on Sun 29 March at 14:00 at Spencer HC. Spectators are welcome.








Rule Changes





The FIH are changing a few of the rules. These will be effective at international level from 01 May. England Hockey has not yet declared the effective date here.





The rules are Mandatory and Experimental. So we have to implement them but they will be reviewed after they have been operational before they become final rules.





The main change is to the Free Hit rule. The intention of the changes are to increase the length of time that the ball is in play and for safety. The changes to rule 13.2 are:





	f	if the player taking the free hit is the next player to play the ball, the actions of taking the free hit and of next playing the ball must be two separate actions


	g	before another player from the team which took the free hit is allowed to play the ball, the ball must move at least 1 metre


			the ball does not have to move one metre before the player taking the free hit be allowed to play it again


	h	from a free hit awarded to the attack within the 23 metre area, the ball must not be played in to the circle until it has travelled at least 5 metres or has been touched by a player of either team other than the player taking the free hit





The wording may be slightly refined before the rules are finally published. New rule books should be available in the next few months.


�
�






County Junior Trials





The application forms for the JDCs (Junior Development Centres - effectively the county trials process) for U13-U18 age groups will be distributed next month. 





All clubs and Schools are entitled to nominate players with the required potential. The timings of the JDCs will be finalised very shortly and is expected to be in the summer or early autumn.

















County Ladies Vets Tournament





The County Vets Tournament was held on 22 March. A total of ten teams participated. After some good and enjoyable hockey Woking beat Wimbledon 2-0 in the final and now represent us in the South competition.














Grass Balls





For the last few years there have been no grass balls available. However, a new ball is currently being trialled. Unfortunately the original resin is no longer available and development is taking longer than hoped.





The balls will have the same properties as the originals. The main difference is cosmetic, there will not be a stitched seam. 





The cost is hoped to cost between £8 and £12 per ball and it is hoped that they will be available mid-Summer. Further information from Tony on 020 8680 3681 or at surreyha@aol.com.





Nancy Albright Award





The Association annually awards the Nancy Albright Award. The remit is wide, covering such areas as administration, representative hockey and coaching. Any nominee should have served hockey at the county level or higher with distinction.





Though the Award is at the discretion of the Committee, nominations are welcomed from the Clubs and Schools. Nominations, which should include a brief background to the nomination, should be sent to surreyha@aol.com.








Edited and distributed by Tony Hilton on behalf of Surrey Hockey Association. Please forward to anyone who you think will be interested in it.














