COMPETITION RULES- 2011
I have, as usual, tried to keep the rules as simple as possible but any ambiguities will be settled by the umpires’ manager in any given group. 

All games will be 20 minutes each way with no more than 5 minutes for half-time. After every second game, there is a longer gap in order to give more time for recuperation for a team having to play 2 consecutive games.  With the agreement of both clubs and the umpires, this gap may be shortened. The normal rules of hockey will apply and no squad should have more than 16 players.

The first named team will supply the match ball and will change in the event of a colour clash. 

The winners and runners-up in each group will proceed to the knock-out stage. (14 clubs)

3 points will be awarded for a win and 1 point each for a draw. 

The winner and runner-up of each group will be the clubs with the most points; should these be equal, for either 1st and 2nd or 2nd and 3rd,– the result between the 2 clubs will decide; if that was a draw, goals scored will decide and should these be equal – goal difference.  Thereafter ,the group manager will organise any necessary penalty-stroke competition to determine the winners or runners-up.  Any club unavailable for this will be eliminated. 

 Umpires will be appointed by SHUA. Each venue will have 6 appointed umpires(hopefully!) including a senior umpire to be the group manager. His will be the final word on any matter arising during the day.

For SHUA this is a huge operation and because of the wide range of standards within each group, we have had to spread our resources accordingly so that they can umpire games of the right standard and also receive some coaching. Over this weekend, some will be umpiring games which will “stretch” them. All I can do is ask the clubs to bear with us and to join our committee in hoping that everybody has a productive day – players and umpires alike. All that with my SHUA hat on! Because official umpires are being appointed, any player who receives  a red card will take no further part on the day and the normal EH disciplinary procedure will come into operation.

Once we reach the knock out stage of the competition there will be no seeding after the preliminary round and all rounds thereafter, will be drawn at random at an appropriate club of my choice on a Saturday evening.  I will try to let you all know the time and venue of these draws in order to avoid any doubt as to their validity! In modern parlance, we must remain transparent!

I remind National League clubs that they must not play regular 1st X1 players. I expect common sense to be the over-riding factor. If I hear of any “hanky-panky”, the club concerned will be eliminated. During the last 5 years this has not been a problem.

Finally, now that the draw has been completed, any club that drops out of the competition at any stage will be fined £100.   I wish you all an enjoyable competition and if you have any queries at all, please feel free to contact me.

The venue for the final will be sent to you all as soon as possible after the round-robin stage of the competition. Because I do not get involved in the finances for this competition, I have no idea what the entry fee is but I believe it is £50.00 However, I’m sure you will all hear from Surrey HA at some stage. Clubs providing pitches should send their accounts to Surrey HA – not to me  I want nothing to do with the finances. Please try to keep pitch hire costs to a minimum, bearing in mind that your club is probably using it too! That way I do not get too much flak!

Chris Burton TEL: 0208 395 2484(home)  07900 100 001 (mobile)  or e-mail:  umpburty@blueyonder.co.uk
